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MEMORANDUM
TO:

HFPA MEMBERS

FROM:
Robert J. Leo, Meeks, Sheppard, Leo & Pillsbury

RE:

HFPA Legal Services Program

 The HFPA and Meeks, Sheppard, Leo & Pillsbury are pleased to present the HFPA Legal Services Program, in order to better serve the needs of HFPA members.  As you know, this firm has been involved for many years in a variety of issues affecting the association and the members as counsel to the HFPA.  Specific issues such as bedding flammability, marking and labeling of imported and exported products, copyright issues and the NAFTA have generated increasing inquiries to counsel. This additional benefit of HFPA membership is designed to give you professional, efficient and cost effective legal services. 

Our firm specializes in issues affecting international businesses such as international trade, customs and intellectual property law.  The firm also specializes in representing clients before international trade regulatory agencies, such as the U.S. International Trade Commission, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, and the Consumer Product Safety Commission.  In addition, it represents clients on trade policy and legislative matters before Congress and the Executive branch.  The firm also can assist your company on trademark, copyright and trade secret issues.

Under this legal services plan, HFPA members would retain the firm directly for a fee of $500 and qualify for up to 10 hours of legal services at one-half (1/2) the attorney’s hourly billing rate.  The next 10 hours will be billed at three-quarters (3/4) of the usual rate.  Work in excess of 20 hours will be billed at its normal rates of from $195 to $425/hour.  The hours would be billed against the initial $500 retainer at the discounted rates.

We believe this plan will encourage members to spend the necessary effort at ensuring compliance with government requirements.  In light of the increased burden on international business to demonstrate “reasonable care” in their transactions we believe this service is particularly timely.  The additional benefit of counsel on intellectual property and other regulatory issues makes this plan a particularly valuable benefit of HFPA membership.

We look forward to assisting HFPA members through this program.  Please contact Robert Leo at (212) 949-7120 or robert.leo@mscustoms.com with any questions.
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